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olutionary War to oratorical periods, and
how far popular conceptions of the begin-
ning of our national life have been formed
by the " pieces " which young Americans
have been called upon to speak. The Ro-
man was the most distinguished predecessor
by name of this new republic, and enthu-
siastic patriots went to it for literary furni-
ture as freely as their ancestors in New
England applied to the Jewish theocracy.
In the contemporary ephemeral literature
of the time there is a faint survival of the
older forms, but a more energetic reproduc-
tion of Roman symbols, taken sometimes
directly from Latin literature and history,
sometimes indirectly from the chill Augus-
tan renaissance of the English eighteenth-
century literature. The interior manners
of. the two periods are well contrasted in
two sets of letters, the earlier passing be-
tween John and Margaret Winthrop, the
later between John and Abigail Adams.
The Scriptural allusions which crowd the
Winthrop letters have not wholly disap-
peared in the Adams letters, but they are
more formally introduced as fragmentary
bits of wisdom, and appear side by side with
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